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2? Similar beliefs are also to be found even
among peoples who have attained a comparatively
high degree of culture. Thus, for example, to the
heathen*Arabs nature is full of superhuman beings.
So thickly, indeed, do they people the desert with
their Jinn, or demons, that they apologize to them
on throwing anything away, lest they should hit
some of them ! " So, when throwing water on the
ground, or entering a bath, or letting a bucket
down into a well, or entering the place of unclean-
ness, a well-bred son of the desert will say, c Per-
mission, ye blessed I9 " " The genii of the Baby-
lonians -swarmed everywhere ; creeping under the
door, filling every nook and corner from floor
to foof-tree ; hiding in lonely places ; lurking
behind walls and hedges, or roosting among
trees... . The modern Arab, Hindoo, and Chinaman
hear the voices of evil demons in the weird sounds
of the night. Even the Finlander still listens for
the call of spirits in his native forests." l Peculiarly
intimate is the association of demoniacal activity
and various forms of disease. According to the
Egyptians, the human body was composed of
thirty-six parts, and each part was under the
dominion of a demon, its health depending on the
demon's good will. " The Babylonians believed

1 Menzies Alexander's Demonic Possession, pp. 43, 45.     Cp.
Eeligion of the Semites, p.  119f